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V. Part of a Letter from the Right Reverend

Father in God RoBERT Lird Bifhop of
Corke, and F.R.S. to the Right Honourable

Joun Ear/of EGMONT, E.R.S. concerning
the Remains of an antient Temple inIreland,
of the fame fort as the famous Stonchenge,
and of a Stone-Hatchet of ¢he antient Irifh,

Read Nov. 10. S I never met with any fatif
1743 - fattory Account of thefe antsent
Temples,1 imagined that a fhort Account of this one,
which I met with in the County of Corke, in the
Parith of Kilgarriffe, when I was upon a parochial
Vifitation, would not be unentertaining to 2our
Lordfhip ; it ands about 1o Miles from Bandon to
the South-weft.

As to the Drawing Tas. II. Fig. 1. the Ground-plan
is exa&t, but the Upright was not taken upon the Place,
but drawn from my Defcription of it, given to Mifs
Bufbe, a young Lady who is related to my Wife, and
was then in the Houfe with me. It contains the
Reprefentation of a very antient Heathen Temple,
and the Burial-place of {ome Perfon of great Re-
nown, before the ereting of covered Temples was
made ufe of, in this Part of the World, or perhaps in
any other Part of the World, except Fudea. Which
fort of Places of Devotion feem to be the moft antient
of any that we have Accounts of in Hiftory. For
Temples were originally all open, and thence received
their Name, according to Varro (Lib. 6.de ling. Lat.)
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a Templando, which was an anticnt Word that figni-
fied to fee or Jook out. Thefe Places therefore were
called Temples by the Heathens, becaufe they were
holy Places, that were marked out by the Augurs for
taking their Auguries in; and were therefore left
open, that the Prieft or Augur, who ftood with his
Face to the South, according to Rofinus, (Rof. Ant.
L6111 ¢.9.) or with his Face to the Eaft, according
to Calepine, (Cal. ‘Dict. Templum) might be able to
fee all around him 5 his Art of Predition depending
on the Flight of Birds, or fome Appearances in the
Face of the Sky, which varied their Signification
according as they fhewed themfelves, cither on the
Right Hand or Left Hand of the Augur. Whether
the Difpofition of thefe Stones, in the Plan I have
fent you, was defigned or accidental, with regard to
the Points of the Compals, I cannot fay; but it is
remarkable, that there are Two Stones, which are
fixed directly in the North and Weft Points of this
Circle; and Two Openings anfwering to the Egf
and South : So that it is poflible both our Authors may
be in the right, and that the Prieft fometimes ftood
with his Face to the Eaft, and fometimes to the South.
The middle Stone, which was the Place where the
Pricft ftood, is lower than the reft, not being above
Three Feet high, and was always dedicated to fome
Deity or other; and was confecrated to that Ufe by
the pouring on of Olive-oil : Which Cuftom was of
very antient Date, and feems to have been borrowed
from the Praftice of the antient Patriarchs, whe
called thefe Stones Berhels. For when Facob was
going from Beerheba towards Padan- Aram ot Ha-
ran, to feck for a Wife, by Command from his Father

Ifaac
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Ifaac, having laid down to fleep, Gop appeared to
him in a Dream; and, when he rofe up in the Morn-
ing, it is faid, that he zook the Stone which bhe had
put for his Pillow, and fet it up for a Pillar, and
poured Oil upon the Top of it, and he called the
Name of that Place BETHE L (Gen. xxviii.18.22.);
which Word literally fignifies in Englifh, GOD’s
Houfe. Again, when Facob and Laban made a
Covcenant together, facob took a Stone,and (et it up
for @ Pillar, and probably pourcd Oil thercon, by
way of dedicating it to Gop, as he had done before s
for that Mo/fes made ufe of Oil in the Dedication of
the Tabernacle, and Altar, and Veflels, . is plain
from Lewv. viii. 10, ¢*¢. And in this Place, when
Facob and Laban had finithed their Covenant, it is
obferved, that Facob offered up a Sacrifice (Gen.
xxxi. 45. 54.). Again; when Facob afterwards fled
from the Shechemites, Gop appcared unto hims; and
in the Place where Gop talked with him, it is faid,
that be fet up a ‘Pillar, even a Pillar of Stone, and
poured a ‘Drink-offering thereon, and he poured Oil
thereon. And Facob called the Name of the Place
where GOD [fpake with him, BETHE L (Gen. xxxv.
9.15.). And hence thefe Stones, which were cre@ed
as Marks of thefe Places having been dedicated to
Gop, came to be called Bethels; and, by a corrupt
Pronunciation of the Word, they were in Greek
called Balonia (vide Sanchoniatho). Which is the
Reafon why that Stone, which Rhea is fuppofed to
have given Saturn to {wallow inftead of a Child, is
called Balizos s and not becaufe it was covered with
a woollen Garment, which is called Baizy in Greek,
as Hefychius pretends.  Hefych. Etym.
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And that this Cuftom of dedicating fingle Stones
to Gop was not confined to Fudea, is plain from
Clemens Alexandrinus, who obferves, that before the
Art of Carving was invented, the Antients erefted
unwrought Pillars, and paid their Worfhip to them
as to the Statues of the Gods (Clem. Alex. Strom.
Li6.1.). Herodian alfo mentions a Pillar, or large
Stone, of a black Colour, and a conical Form, at 4%-
tioch in Phenicia, which was ere¢ted in Honour of
the Sun (Herod. Li6. V.). Paufanias alfo mentions
feveral of thefe uncarved Pillars in Bwotia in Greece,
and fays they were the antient Statues ereéted to their
Gods (Panfan. in Bwot. & in Acha.). And that this
Cuftom continued till after the Time of the Prophet
Ifziah, is plain from his making ufe of the Expref-
fion of cre@ting a Pillar to Gop, to denote the
Worthip of God. For, fays he, In that Day frall
theve be an Altar to the Lord in the midft of the
Land of Egypt, and a Pillar at the Border thereof
to the Lord. And it (hall be for a Sign, and for a
Witnefs, unto the Lord of Hofts in the Land of
Egypt (I(a. xix. 19, 20.). And Arnobius, who flou-
rithed about 330 Years after Chriff, (ays, that this
Cuftom continued to his Time; and that, when he
was a Heathen, he never met a Stone, which had the
Marks of Olive-oil being poured upon it, that he
did not look upon as fomething divine, and offered
up his Prayers to it as fuch (Arwob. cont. Gent.
Lib. 1.).

As to the Cuftom of ere&ing this Bethe/ with a
certain Number of Stones around it, this alfo is to
be found in the Old Teftament. For it is faid of
Mofes, after he had been in the Mount with Go p,

and
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and had returned to the People of Ifrael, that be rofe
up early in the Morning, and builded an Altar under
the Hill,and Twelve Pillars according to the Twelve
Tribes of Ifrael (Ex.xxiv. 4.): Which Altar was
probably furrounded with thefe Twelve Pillars, or
Twelve large Stones, pitched on an End, and ftuck
in the Ground; for fo the Word nawn, Matfebah,
literally fignifies; as a proper Defignation of the
Quantity of Ground, which ought to be looked upon
as fan&tified by the Altar, and dedicated to Gonop.
Of the fame kind alfo we may fuppofe thofe Twelve
Stones to be, which Fofhua pitched in Gilgal, after
the Children of Ifrae/ had pafled the River Fordan
(Jofh. iv. 20.). The Number of Stoncs which fur-
rounded thefe Bethels, 1 fuppofe therefore were
intirely voluntary, at the Difcrction of the Perfons
who dedicated the Bezhel/; and might be fewer or
more, cither according to the Number of Perfons
principally concerned in the Dedication, or the Size
of the Place, or the Numbcr of Stones which could
conveniently be found large enough for that Purpofe.
The Number of thofe, of which I have fent you the
Draught, are Nine, which furround the Bethe/ at 15
Feet and half Diftance from the Centre; the Hcight
of each Stone is about Six Fcet above-ground, and
their Breadth is from Three Feet and half to ncar

Four Feet, fome a little more, and fome a little lefs.
The Stone marked (4), which ftands detached from
the reft, Itake to be a Matfebah, or Pillar crefted as a
Memorial of the Burial-place of fome eminent Pet-
fons cither the Prince or Prieft of the Country, or
probably both: For antiently the principal Perfon of
cach Family, Tribe, or Nation, officiated both as.
Prince



[ 586 ]

Prince and Prieft: And in Hebrew the fame Word
Coben fignifies both Prince and Priek. And what
confirms this Opinion of its being a fepulchral Mo-
nument is, that fome of the anticnt Popith Families
hercabours make ufe of it as a Burial-place to this
Day. The firft Account we have of this Cultom of
creting Stonce Pillars on or ncar the Burying-place
of eminent Perfons, is that of Rachel's, who dying
m Child-birth of her Son Benjamin, in the Road
between Bethel and Ephrab, it is faid, that Facob
fet a “Pillar upon her Grave (Gen. xxxv. 20.). Of
the fame kind alfo may we (uppofc that Mat/febah
or Pillar to be, which Abfalom ercted for himfelf
during his Life-time, though better wrought, and
morce ornamicital, in the King’s Dales where it is
morc than probable he defigned to have been buried ;
for it is obferved, that he faid, I bave no Son to kee

mmy Name in Remembrance, and he called the Pillar
after his own Name (2 Sam. xviii. 18.). Which
Cuflom, of crciting Pillars over the Burial-places of
cminent Perfons, was not confined to the Land of
Fudeas but was univerfaily practited, as appears from
a Paflage in Homer, where Minerva cxciting Tele-
mackus to go in Quelt of U/y/fes, and fuppofing the
worft that could happen, that is, that he thould come
to a certain Knowledge of the Death of his Father,
fhe dire@s him then to raife a Pillar, or Signal, to
his Memory; or, as Mr. Pope has tranflated it,

To the pale Shade Funereal Rites ordain :
Plant the fair Column on the vacant Grave :
A Hero's Honours let the Hero have.
Hom. Odyf. Lib. I.

And
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And hence, in my Opinion, came the Origin of
Obelisks in Egypt, which abounding with the fincft
Quarrics in the World, gave them an Opportunity -of
pitching Srones of the largeft Size over the Burial-
places of their emincnt Men.  And you may obferve,
that this Stonc, of which you have the Plan marked
(), is fomewhat in the Form of an Obelisks being
Ten Feet high, and Two Feet fquare at the Bottom,
diminifhing gradually to a Point at the Top.

It is remarkable, that fome of thele Stones mani-
feftly appear to have been reduced to the Form they
arc in by Art; particularly that one laft-mentioned,
as well as the onc marked N. 7. which is reduced
into an hexagonal Form, the inward and the outward
Front being fimilar, with an Angle in the Middle, as
reprefented in the Ground-plan. There is no Ap-
pearance of any Mark of a Tool, fothat it is probable,
that this was done with great Labour, by the Aflitance
only of fharp Stones; which, before the Invention of
Iron, or of that Mctal’s being common, feems to have
been the ufual Inftrument of Operation in other Cir-
cumftances as well as this.  For it is obferved of Zjp-
porah, the Wite of Myfes, when the was ordered to cit-
cumcifc her Son, that fbe took a [barp Stone, and cur off
the Foreskin of her Son (Ex.iv. 25.) And,whenGobp
orders Fofbua to circumcife the Ifraelites, he fays,
make thee fharp Knives, as we tranflateit; but, in the
Original it is, Knives of fbarp Stones (Fofb. v. 2, 3.).

Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus both take notice,
that it was the Cuttom among the antient Egyptians,
at the time of cmbalming the Dead, to cut open the
Body with -an Ethiopic Stone (Herod. Euterp.
Diod. Lib. 1. ¢. 5.): And Ovid, in defcribing the

Origin
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Origin of the Cuftoms of the Corybantes, ¢re. fays,
that a Phrygian Youth with whom the Goddefs
Cybele was in Love, and to whom he proved faithlefs,
for a Punifhment * to himfelf, cut himfelf all over
with a tharp Stonc ; Ille etiam f[axo corpus laniavit
acuto, &c. (Ovid. Faft. 4.).

It is manifeft, indeed, that the Ufe of Iron was
found out in Egypz before the Time of 7ofbua and
Mofes, both of whom mention it as made ufe of not
only for cutting of foft things , but alfo for chizel-
ing of Stones, (Denz. xxvii. 5. Fofb. viii. 31.) Dut 1
apprchend it muft have been very rare, and that the
Art of reducing of Iron to the Hardnefs and Confift-
cncy of Steel, was not yet difcovered; becaufe, when
Gop orders Fofbua to write the Words of the Law
upon Stones, as {oon as he had pafled over Fordan,
the way he is ordered to do it is this; to plafter the
Stones over with Plafter firft, and then to grave in this
Platter the Words of the Law (Dewz. xxvii. 2, 3.).
And yet this is called both by Mofes and Fofbua,
writing upon the Stones (Dent. xxvii. 8.).

{t is certain, that the Art of polithing of Jewels, and
of cutting one hard Stone with anothcr that was
harder, was invented and pra&ifed in Egypt before
the Time of Mofess for he fpcaks of graving the
Names of the Children of If7ae/ in Two Onyx-[tones,
which, being harder than Iron, even than Steel, arc
not to be wrought upon therewith; but muft be cut
by fome Stonc which is harder than themfelves.

* Of the Antiquity of this Fractice, fee Lev. Xix. 28.
+ Fofeph, when he was fent for by Pharoab, Sfhaved himfelf, Gen.

¥l 14.
Whete-
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Wherefore Mofes (ays, with the Work of an En-
graver in Stone, like the Engravings of a Siguet,
fhalt thou grave the two Stones (Ex. xxviii. 9. 11.).
And theretore the Prophet Feremiah mentions a Pexn

of Iron, as made ufc of for Engraving (Fer. xvii. 1.).
But the Ufc of Iron does by no means {eem to have
been found out in thefe Weftern Parts of the World
till much later; and therefore it is probable, that the
Inhabitants of thefe Countries made ufc of Stones,
which were the original Inftruments ufed in cutting
both for domeftic and military Service, in all Coun-
trics of the known World; as appears of late Years
from the Pralice of the Americans. And it is alfo
manifelt, from the many Inftruments of War, that
are made of Stone, which have been dug up in thefe
Weftern Parts of Europe, that the Ufe of Iron was
not very common in thefe Parts, till of late Years,
Montfaucon, in the IVth and Vih Tome of his Anzi-
quities, gi.es us an Account of feveral Tombs being
opened near Paris, and in other Places ; wherein the
hard and deftruétive Part of the Weapons found
thercin confifted of Stone. He particularly gives us
the Cut of a Stone Hatchet in his own Pofleflion,
which was made of Touchftone, in the 4th Tome of
his Supplement, p. 30. But as I have at prefent in
my Poffeflion a much more complete one, made of
the fame kind of Stone, I have {ent you the Draught of
it done with Exa&nefs, by a Scale of a quarter of an Inch
to an Inch, Tas. II. Fig. 2. and you will {ce, that it is
plainly made for doing Execution both ways; and
therefore anfwers the Defcription given by Monz-
faucon of the Amazonian Hatchet, or the Sagaris of
Xenophon(vide Montf. Tom. :1\; p. 69.). TheHandle
Hhhh is
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is made of Yew, and the Stone is not inferted into
the Handle at Right Angles, but makes an acute Angle
below towards the Hand; the Ufe of which appears
at firft Sight. I am,

My LORD,
Zour moft obedient,
Humble Servant,

RoBErRT CORKE.

VI. A Letter from the Reva My.GriffithHughes,
Minifter of St. Lucy’s Parif in Barbadoes,
10 Martin Folkes, Efgq; Pr. R.S. concerning
a Zoophyton, fomewhat vefembling the
Flower of the Marigold.

SIR,

Réad Nov. Owever furprifing the Defcription
10. 1743. of a Flower, which I believe is in
Reality an Animal, may appear; yet we cannot,
without the higheft Arrogance, prefume to pre-
fcribe Limits to the Power of the ALMIGHTY,
who, for wife Ends, fometimes hides his Works in
fuch Darknefs, as to be concealed from the moft
exalted human Knowledge. There are no Ages paft,
in which freth and almoft numberlefs Inftances of his
wonderful Works have not difcovered themfelves.
And what, in ours, feems moft inexplicable, will,
poflibly, appear to Futurity, no more than the na-

tural
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